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and yet it was only the spring, since the trees had
only just begun to put forth their foliage. In a
very short time the leaves, the buds, the flowers,
and the fruit appear here and ripen; I mean the wild
[16] fruit, as there is no other. It was here that I
saw Savages for the first time. As soon as they saw
our vessel, they lighted fires, and two of them came
on board in a little canoe very neatly made of bark.
The next day a Sagamore, with ten or twelve Sav-
ages, came to see us. When I saw them enter our
Captain’s room, where I happened to be, it seemed
to me that I was looking at those maskers who run
about in France in Carnival time. There were some
whose noses were painted blue, the eyes, eyebrows,
and cheeks painted black, and the rest of the face
red; and these colors are bright and shining like
those of our masks; others had black, red, and blue
stripes drawn from the ears to the mouth. Still
others were entirely black, except the upper part of
the brow and around [17] the ears, and the end of the
chin; so that it might have been truly said of them
that they were masquerading. There were some
who had only one black stripe, like a wide ribbon,
drawn from one ear to the other, across the eyes, and
three little stripes on the cheeks. Their natural
color is like that of those French beggars who are
half-roasted in the Sun, and I have no doubt that the
Savages would be very white if they were well cov-
ered. To describe how they were dressed would be
difficult indeed. All the men, when it is a little
warm, go naked, with the exception of a piece of skin
which falls from just below the navel to the thighs.
When it is cold, or probably in imitation of the
Europeans, they cover themselves with furs of the



